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Onna Village - A Dynamic Community Symbolized by the Blue and Green of its Nature

Onna Village’s abundant nature and friendly populace have remained largely unchanged from the Ryukyu
Kingdom Era to its current municipal form today. During this time, Onna Village has been home to Gosamaru,
a Ryukyuan lord of Yamada Castle during the Sanzan era (1322 to 1429), and known as a center of
Ryukyuan music, having produced notable female singers;including Unna Nabi and Yoshiya Chiru.

Onna Village's development and remarkable p;og'?léss can bﬁrt?ibuted't hekeollective dedication and
hard work of its forefathers and these efforts are what.have enabled our villdgest 5 contri T.L_te"to the regional
economy as a tourism resort village and provide a more enriching lifestyletotesi ;I-.

Given this, we are committed to building bonds between our history, “Cculture and residenitssbased on the
initiatives established by the village thus far. We are also promoting internationalfexchaiio oligh tourism
resorts and the Okinawa Institute of Science and Technology Graduate Universi Pother goal is to further

enriching our educatiofiand welfare programs.=&
: s

Onna Village is dedlcat%d to the development of apositive and comfo iving environment that provides {48

safety and peace of mindto each and every resident; from children (gl
) U ) :, g ﬂ?b A
This brochure about Onna Village was published:to highlighttheiCtirrent happenings in our community and
our future aspirations to a wide audience both in-OkinawasPgetecture and around the world. It is my sincere
hope that many readers are able to develop a deeper undeérstanding and affinity for Onna Village through
this brochure. :
;#" . Yoshimi Nagahama Mayor Onna Village
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The infinite blues of the coral ocean contrasted by the
Sharp white of the breaking waves; "\

The bright blue sky dotted with

Fluffy clouds of white;

Mountains coveredindushi greenyear-round;

The village covered in colorful red and yellow.blooms of
Beach hibiscus, Hibiscus and Bougainvillea;

The golden hues of sunrise over Mount Onna;

The brilliant reds of the sky and sea at sunset;

The dazzling starry night sky;

The moonlight quietly shinning on the leaves of happiness trees;
These are the colors of Onna Village; and

These seven colors are unlike any other on our planet.

Harmony

" Blue and Green

G
75\
L

COrE MW

Ot FH O RO

Onna Village 03




< to Sourth

“-TL

Harmony of Blue and Green
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~A Long-enjoyec '?astal Driving Route

ational=Route 58, which passes_through Onna Village, runs along the
iful coast-of Okinawa Kaigan Quasi-National Park. The view along the
is-filled with-changing scenery, from Okinawa’s unique up thrusting
w=slimestone sea cliffs and white sandy beaches to the blue coral sea. This route
___isalso'popularfor watehing the sun set over the ocean.
= With the opening of the Onna Minami and Onna Kita bypasses in recent
years the amount of traffic on National Route 58 has decreased and some
stores along the road have suffered a 20 to 30 percent drop in sales.

Onna Village has launched an initiative to recapture the past glory of this
route-by widely-appealing the majestic coastal scenery, beautiful sunsets and
unique stores and facilities. i
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historical sites, including the ruins of Yamada Castle, the tomb of Gosamaru'’s
ancestors, the Fere Rock and the Maeda ichirizuka road marker.
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Harmony of Blue and Green

ﬂ%ﬂé

R E DG CHFERITOMRHRR

OISTIZ2001FFICNRERT O SR B & 12 L. (AR Z#2 C2011
FIAXEBFEICKIRBORAIENE L. BI1HE] ifﬁ
FI8HE M DIANT BAZEET7 V7 OKEEUN. 7
7J'EP$<‘:JI\§ELCb?":’)’(Lﬂi@‘ok?@ﬂﬂ%%ti%ﬁ%’(\%@
360 ADHE - FAREDSENEAIFT70A FEBIFRIS I FH
NEHREICHE ANS G ENERDBADKZITIFE O E ML
ERNDEIEZEHTVET,

THRARBIE BADHGESTHERE Y7 OEEZRIH
MEZICE > TRBEDLZTL TEE LI OISTIEZDES
TEHRBOS L BN EFHZEN LTI Y7 DHE5T
5?%’372:621 HRCDFH I EFEBOROMRELTERLTNC
CEPFENRIIENE LT Kl BRI EIChE AN

KROFMEESHEDOHEB AEEDERZIEIELTVET,
BN AFRDNEWNEOREICAHBOISTOLRAGF v\
IF EDEBADRICBENTVE T, FHDIBHS17RF

TIEF—ROBHBENAEET T, F v/ \RICABICIE. RWVH

VRIVERIF FTHESILAN—EZ—THEAHIVET, TLN—

2—hSBRGEY FBIE T I—DETEBAEEBZ LTS

V. REEDOEWVRLTINE T,

DERREBICRARDEERL G INEF v/ NAIEE

L<L B FIEME CDNAES DRI EB R EDFRED/ N1 LN

TIMEBEPEGRZEEESDONBFE THRELNITONTHY.

HBICHBERNREWNWT YOS/ LR S H AN G AR

HHTWVET,

THHERPRAITAZBRARF v/ NADKE (OIST/ F242—)  #REH I VAICRRTDHFERE(CTH0ISTHRRE RS N\ITUTHERMEDBRLCRET 27O AZFALY

(QIST/F>52—)

R B E R TS (OIST/+>42—)

HEb I BEEIPLZI ELORKYL FHIEES

ational

ion

[\

Ul T

i< FEbH NI OIST

OISTIFRAONIEAFZEEL T HIFD AL BHFEDHELAT
P RAIHOARIRBOREGELBEBATEATVET,
FIEfTONTWEF =T F v INATIERERE—/R A
BAL.OISTOMZREFIC DOV ThHOIRTHBNLTVET,
OISTOHEPEEE AV /\—HHBOEEAE T RICHIED
BAPRBEDEFGEIC DOV THEFEERTO>TCWVBIEN
FrVIATORELTOTCHY./ —NIVEZTEORFEEICEK
BREBITOVALIVA =0 ECELTVET,
FBEPFENEMNO T A —P/\——FEELIC
SMLTHIEE DT ARREERBLTOE T,

SAIEEDVITEING H0ISTOZEE

(FR) A S RIFZ2 Ao TES RS COFMEZ ML TEEL L, FVDOBREL HICTE2Oo0E EoTnEET,

o =

orld

Networking
ith In

0] A

[CEHENDKELSLOIERBRBREZ
BRIDIET FELLLDORZIINT S
ElDzEH2ZcZzBNET 2ERMER
DFBETOTSL.0ISTOMEREZHDE
TRV TAT7ERMNDNPERDSE
EHNHEAT BRARPRER. ARy <
NIFE BZCOVWTDIEIELRT VT
SHREICO>TREZITVET,

THERY

W9 3075 ) % I H63 AR B Kb

%) AS20124:9 H . BAH B35 CBIE L E L,
Wﬂfh‘ftr( HA, 2 LCHRD. R KADEZ Y)Y B B
DL 72 M EEH 2 DTV ET,

e el S ——

International Research Hub of Science and Technology

The Cabinet Office advocated for the establishment of the Okinawa Institute
of Science and Technology Graduate University (OIST) in 2001 and after a
preparatory period the facility was established in November 2011 and opened
to students in September 2012. The first class of students comprised 34
individuals from 18 different countries, including Japan, the United States, and
countries in Asia, Europe, Africa and the Middle East. The university’s official
language is English and about 170 of the university’s 360 instructors and
researchers are foreign nationals. The university does not have academic
departments because its focus is on multidisciplinary research. This new
approach to higher education in Japan has received a great deal of attention
both domestically and internationally.

OIST Open to the Community

As a university open to the local community, OIST actively shares the joys of
science and provides tours of its cutting edge research facilities to children in
Okinawa.

In addition, OIST staff and students also take part in Onna Village's Eisa folk
dance performances and dragon boat races as part of their interaction with
the local community.
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Usudeku

Usudeku is a form of entertainment at festivals in which
TAH—(F DR DRIL Ll DRIC. BEDREDT - ) h 3 ;
u (3B OIH R BV — 7 1 )DR e, FBROH e female performers dance in a circle to give thanks for a bounti-

DICHSNDRMSHET ABABTEHZTLIC, RAZHTITIDN ful harvest. In Onna Village usudeku is performed by each

TWED, community, including Nakadomari, Fuchaku, Tancha, Onna,
BN CHEREZDFESIFLER>T FNZNHBEDI A — and Nakama.
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Eisa j H\ iL

Eisa is a traditional dance performed to honor ancestors
on the final night of Okinawa’s Obon Festival. Eisa is per- ~‘ﬂ
formed throughout the Okinawa Prefecture, but mainly in

i
the central part of the main island of Okinawa. \LI "'v?

In Onna Village, youth group’s from each community
have passed down their own unique form of eisa dance,
which serves as a sense of solidarity among them and also
helps to revitalize the local community.
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(BDE (71—22%)) Fenushima (Island of the South)

ZIROBERICOTETCRKRAABREEZREL The fenushima is a bo odori dance where
BOSREDERDERET. BARDHEDE  dancers perform to the sanshin while letting
WhnTWETH, LW EiEHh->TuE  out nonsensical phrases. It is said to have

BhE AEEDEFRTHRSNTLNET, originated from the south, but exact details of
its origin remain unknown.
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Techniques and Soul of Traditional Performing Arts
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Harvest Festival

The Harvest Festival is a traditional event held around
August 10 of the Chinese lunar calendar in order to give
thanks to a bountiful harvest of the previous year and to offer
wishes for the following year. The festival features perfor-
mances of kumiodori combination dances, traditional
Ryukyuan dance, zo odori dance, and the Chinese lion dance
by each village community.
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Unna Festival

The Unna Festival is one of Onna Village’s largest summer events and is attended
by residents as well as local organizations and businesses. The festival includes
many hands on programs, such as a children’s karaoke contest and hand-fishing
competition. The festival’s concerts &nusicians from Okinawa Prefecture and
other parts of Japan, local performagge arts shows, community pot, prize draw-
ings and fireworks display also atty@ét'a large number of visitors every year.

Industry Festival ,4}
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{INDUSTRY {ES

The Industry Festival is held every February in the area around the Onna Village Com-
munity Center in order to exhibit and sell agricultural and livestock products, marine prod-
ucts, processed items, souvenirs and tourism-related products to promote the village’s
industries. The festival is attended by many people, with locally grown ornamental plants,
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About Onna Village

= 1
Onna Village is located at the west coast of the central region of

- g g : > A
the main island of Okinawa. To the north is Nago City, to the east is "'-.-.*r L\ )Y ﬁ 7
Ginoza Village, Kin Town, and the Ishikawa District of Uruma City
(formerly Ishikawa City), and to the south is Okinawa City and AN
Yomitan Village. Onna Village has a long, narrow shape extending B | BRI BT S (C B E N R DA RS LRl & S B Y — i

27.4 km north to south and just 4.2 km east to west, encompassing =
aland area of 50.87 km2. The area of the village that borders the . i f. - - . . LTHE.EBLTEX Ui, FR4AFIAICIETHERNERIMAZERAFELNEFT L H
Ishikawa District of Uruma City (formerly Ishikawa City) is the 2, 3 -.,1" % lﬁe_ople uulte ylth nature AT ZSE LTNET,

narrowest part of the main island of Okinawa in terms of east to o N N _ .
west distance. Excluding the mountainous area of Kisenbaru, the — A NATREDFREEDEATE) . FE (PEHmEEUEEDHRREIC. N

e e Ml o e s 4 s S LY A 2 Foph i e R : 2 Bl e o ™ FCIEVRES FREIN M THALLRYEHFROSNTVET, X THIHS

National Route 58 and Prefectural Route 6. The west side of the
village faces the East China Sea and the east side Mount Onna,
while to the north is a series,of smalliiotAtains that include
Mount Kanna, Mount#Atta S MIOURTBUTO, Mount Yaka, Mount
Ishikawa, andiMoURTNOMItanAMIhere are also close to 40 small
IVETrSIoTiginatingeromeNesesmountains that flow through the
Aredamwvnichgproviaesivnna "l_lhup With an'abundant and
SVersehangingmatararsettingthatinclddes mountains, fivers and
OCEd ’-

Onna Village'was'a small farming and fishing village before and
after World War II, but it began to greatly transform itself after
Ocean ExpolZ5'was held on the main island of Okinawa following
eversiontoJapan:Onna Village’ s beautiful shoreline, coral
eefs and beaches feceived a great deal of attention as tourism
ources and s60n a number of large resort hotels were
constructed in the village.

Onna Village’ s main agricultural and fishing industries, where
most of its residents have worked, too, have undergone a great
deal of change over the years. As for agriculture, in addition to its
mainstay crop of sugar cane, the village now grows a wide range
of other crops that include flowers and ornamental plants, such as
corchids and chrysanthemum, tropical fruits, and vegetables. The
village’ s fishing=imdustry=has=aiso=expandedfro g-to
include such successful aquaculture ventures as mozuku seaweed
and sea grapes.

HEOERIIINETU LIS BREDOBEENREE SN MEEHE L A D<Y
DEBEELLEOTVET,

I BERBEIMDFEEIZ BEROEFNEREZSLSLTEY  HEPLEE EXS
IR SEWHETOZEITITUL TN CEDNRET T, EOITHIERRBECH LTS,
IR DERIZRED HY TNTNDOHBICH IS HRBRES P I RIVF—ERDER
DROSNTLVET,

B TR OO LI A DB PHIEBIDR 4 B REG EITHLL T HE—AUEY
HEHICESESL D BMRICEIT2MEaNS LUFENEN D Wicmif COEXR
BRERDIOIIBIFET,

Basic Philosophy on Community Development

Onna Village has developed and grown over the years as a site of tourist resorts, but is also known for
its tranquil living environment surrounded by scenic nature. In September 2012, the Okinawa Institute of
Science and Technology Graduate University opened, ushering in a new chapter for the village.

At the same time, Onna Village is experiencing an aging population and declining birthrate, which will
likely bring about new, unforeseen challenges to its social security system for childcare and senior
citizen’s welfare. These challenges require support and cooperation from the entire community. Further-
more, Japan’s move to decentralize government authority means that municipalities now must be more
independent than ever before, which has heightened the importance of community development carried
out jointly with local residents and surrounding communities.

Meanwhile, advancements in information technology have brought about the international synchroniza-
tion of information, which requires that we adapt our approach to education, living and industry. Global
environmental issues such as global warming also require each community to carry out environmental
protection efforts and utilize energy resources more wisely.

il

- -.'-h-iﬁ —'.':_;....a'... - - 3 : = B Onna Village has developed the following basic philosophy on comprehensive and systematic commu-
= e . Inseptember2012; the"Oklné'W::_l Institute of Science and ] - nity development so that each and every one of its residents can live happily and so that the village can
i ~ — e?h'noo Gre?d'fM!'U’niv‘Ersity openedin'Onna Village and has 1 : address the many challenges posed by these new times and shape of the community.
— " eeeived international actlaim as a hubformultidisciplinary =
& . ».fesedrch:TodayOnna Village is yvi'gné'ssmg the birth of new s~ A BLXEEY  Kindness and Pride
s —indUStries Tinked to tourism, including arts and crafts, commerce « - N o . N . .
. APHE BAICELORD ZE5EEEHENSN DY

and séfvicesyWhichisSteadily bringing about a new chapter in the - 3
village ﬁpproa‘dmnrﬁuﬁitvgevelomm.'_‘- - "'{E‘--—. OrinaVillage will pursue community development that is people-, society-, and environmentally-friendly
- T - e L -

and fosters a sense of pride in one’s home
= = ‘-'l_ o
- it

NCD“(U{:%@J People-building and Cooperation
FRCGARRD U RIEREES AMBREEDAD U HEIOR DY

ana Village will carry out community development that involves cooperation and helps build people
through childcare, healthcare, and next-generation human resource development

Rim&iEA  Interaction and Dynamism
BV — MEsk - FATHEBI DR A IE D LIc ISR DO HEE IC K275 18 2 it
BENEDOELEZEGR DI

Onna Village will promote regional interaction using its tourist resort and academic hubs to achieve
more dynamic growth and will follow an approach to community development that foster dreams in the
hearts and minds of its residents

H4ELFH  Co-existence and Sustainability
EEYERD S ORIBEMR. BILICH DD B EE L ERDIRES ER. BAREY
I OES LEHETEHRDN

Onna Village will follow through on community development that conserves biodiversity, protects and
utilizes historical and cultural resources for tourism, and achieves co-existence with the natural
environment and the region

22 Onna Village Onna Village 23
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Onna Village is known as one of the largest
tourist resort areas in Okinawa Prefecture. Over
the years a number of major hotels have opened
there doors here, drawn by the scenic beauty of
the coastline and abundant natural surround-
ings.

In recent years, Onna Village has seen an
increase in services to meet the new face of
tourism, which includes extended stays, green
tourism and wellness tourism, each of which
takes advantage of Onna Village’s unique history,
culture and location as a community of agricul-
ture, forestry and fisheries.

Moving forward, Onna Village will promote
tourism and interaction in only ways it can by
expanding its environmental protection and
scenic development efforts, utilizing human
resources, history, culture and local industries,
and enhancing services for an aging society.
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Promotion of Commerce,
_Industry and Manufacturing
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In recent years, a number of retail and service
facilities for tourists are opening in Onna Village
along National Route 58 near the resort hotel
area, including restaurants, arts and crafts
stores, souvenir shops, resort apparel stores,
marine recreation service providers and conve-
nience stores.

Given this trend, Onna Village is working to
expand commercial and industrial services for
local living and promoting commerce and indus-
try through partnerships with major hotels, which
includes events and store marketing, and shar-
ing a wide range of information online. Onna
Village is also developing hubs for tourism,
exchange and business in the area around OIST
and Onna no Eki Nakayukui Ichiba.
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Onna Sunset Coast Road

The opening of the Onna Minami and Onna
bypasses has helped to alleviate traffic conges-
tion in Onna Village, but it has also reduced busi-
ness at retail stores located along National Route
58.

Onna Village has given National Route 58 the
nickname Onna Sunset Coast Road and is work-
ing with the local commerce and industry asso-
ciation to revitalize the area by leveraging and
developing the beautiful seascapes along the
route to draw in more visitors and recapture the
road’s past glory.
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Fisheries Promotion
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The fishing grounds of Onna Village’s fishing
industry are mainly located in the waters around
coral reefs, but mozuku and other forms of
seaweed aquaculture have become a major force
behind this primary industry. Efforts are being
made to cultivate a brand of mozuku and sea
grapes, but the ultimate goal of Onna Village is a
stable and consistent fisheries industry that
manages marine resources responsibly.

Onna Village is also bolstering sales to fisheries

cooperatives and processors and implementing

joint initiatives with other sectors of the economy,

such as the development of new local products

and fishing excursion trips. Onna Village also

focuses on building a sound ocean by working

together to help protect local waters, safeguard-
ing ecosystems through coral reef growing and

achieving co-existence with marine leisure activi-
ties.
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Agriculture Promotion
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Agriculture is an industry that is closely linked
with local living and local climate. Based on its
track record in growing flowers and ornamental
plants, and especially chrysanthemums, and
tropical fruits, such as passion fruit, Onna
Village is moving to develop modern farming
facilities, improve production technologies and
develop the future leaders of agriculture given
the graying nature of local farmers. Onna Village
is attempting to establish its own unique Onna
Brand agricultural produce by ensuring main-
stay products are of the utmost quality and by
developing more land for farming.

Because of its graying population of farmers,
Onna Village will seek to promote agriculture
based on local production for local consumption
and led by women and senior citizens. Onna

Village has a broad range of agricultural promo-
tion plans that include hands-on farming experi-

ences for visitors and the further development of
area farms into travel destinations.

Onna Village. 29
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Early Childhood Education

Onna Village’s kindergartens and public daycare facilities work closely

together to enhance the quality of preschool education while also collaborat-

ing with elementary schools to facilitate a smooth transition from preschool to
school education.

Onna Village assigns special education aids to assist children with disabilities
who attend kindergarten or daycare.

Onna Village also offers public daycare services outside normal school hours
to help meet the needs of local parents.

30 Onna Village

FRHE

FREABCEHZEXEEDEEPREEXDFEIUANIL
[CHoeZHI|EDT K HE. 3&%;@§Eﬂi%‘:léﬂ
EFEBBDFENDHLICEHTNET,

FEBIBNEEZBURREERZERDCHDERZIE
SIEHDBEBEICDVTIF. CNFTOHRBORBEICINA. 4
B-RER -FRIEBHCBVTIEE - BREICEIDEE]D—
REUVCIIRIICETDIBEEDARZHN OCVE T,

HLEREICDVTIF. CNETRE DY E 1S HREEE RS
DAREICHDIBATEFURD. SHBMENICHER DR
BEECEDBEOEEBIIC. T—ILDMEPIBEHRBEEKEDE
FETO>CVET,

RZRICDVTIFER2E12BICHBIREESZS | 7R
BU.MBICEATORNEEDTEFUIC.SEIF . FERD
BRZHEFA . SOICRNZEDTVNEFT,

School Education
Onna Village strives to improve the academic skills of children enrolled at its

schools. These efforts include assigning learning aids, improving and innovat-

ing school instruction so that it matches students’ learning levels, and taking
steps to improve the quality of its teachers.

As for dietary education, in addition to school lunch time, students are also
taught about food and diet during physical education, home economics, and
special activities.

Onna Village is committed to carefully managing its public educational facilities,

remodeling swimming pools, and updating IT equipment.

Onna Village has been continually debating the integration of junior high
school education after it set up the Education Promotion Council in December
2010.
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Lifelong Learning and Sports Promotion

Onna Village provides a host of lifelong learning and sports activities through
the nurturing of various organizations in order to help its residents live a more
fulfilling life.

Onna Village partners with academic institutions to help develop a wide range
of human resources that can speak international languages including English.

Onna Village has also developed an environment where any of its residents
can learn anywhere at any time by using its Information Center and the area
around Akama Sports Park as hubs for lifelong learning facilities.

Ak
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Culture

Onna Village has a unigue history and culture all its own, represented by the
ruins of Yamada Castle, Kunigamiho Seikaido, Manzamo, and Unna Nabi.
Onna Village is committed to passing on, utilizing and providing opportunities
for residents to experience firsthand its historical and cultural resources, which
include Okinawan language, dragon boat races, the Harvest Festival, as well

as the restoration of the Yamada Castle ruins, a nationally-designated histori-

cal site. By deepening partnerships between local learning and tourism
facilities, Onna Village hopes to promote its culture and foster a sense of pride
in the community.
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Building Better Health

People’s health is a source of community vitality.
Recognizing this, Onna Village sponsors various
projects and events on health and provides
information on exercise and diet to teach its
residents from an early age about the important
role that exercise and diet play in one’s health.
Onna Village also helps to build better health
among its residents by helping to prevent
lifestyle-related diseases.

32 Onna Village
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Healthcare System

Onna Village strives to improve the quality of its
medical exam system to ensure its residents are
able to life comfortable, healthy lives with peace
of mind. Onna Village has also committed efforts
to helping residents maintain their health, prevent
illness and detect disease early.

Onna Village also works with local medical institu-

tions to help residents maintain their health,
prevent illness and detect disease early and
provide access to emergency medicine, acute
care and advanced medical services.
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Community Welfare

Onna Village has developed a system for provid-

ing assistance to those in need during a disaster
to ensure residents requiring assistance they can
evacuate to a safe location.

Onna Village also provides social security benefits
to those in need to ensure all residents can live a
stable life.
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Children’s Welfare and Childcare
Support

Onna Village offers an environment conducive to
raising a child with peace of mind thanks to its

accommodation of today’s daycare needs, exten-
sive childcare support services, and various subsi-
dy programs. Onna Village also provides neces-

sary support to single parent households and to
children who need protection or care to ensure
that all children in the community are able to
grow up healthy and happy.
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Welfare for Senior Citizens

Onna Village offers an environment where senior
citizens can live a safe, fulfilling and independent
life in a familiar community through its wide range
of healthcare and nursing care prevention
programs as well as its neighborhood watch
programs.
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Welfare for the Physically and
Mentally Disabled

Onna Village provides a service desk and hotline
for residents facing various challenges to ensure
those with physical or mental disabilities can live
independently in the community.

Onna Village also offers an environment where
those from the community facing hardships or
burdened by physical or mental disability can
participate in society and live independently in
their community.
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Protecting and Nurturing the Natural Environment and
Scenery

Onna Village strives to develop and manage its coastline and rivers using
natural means that are considerate of its interconnected ecosystem on land

and in the sea. Onna Village carries out comprehensive and integrated environ-

mental protection efforts that include the prevention of red soil runoff.
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Responsible Land Usage

Onna Village deepens resident understanding of its land use practices by
raising awareness about the traditional roles of its land zoning. Onna Village

uses land responsibly based on its various laws and its own unique ordinanc-

es to achieve harmony between community development and environmental
protection.
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Enriching Living Environment

Onna Village strives to provide excellent social capital through responsible
road maintenance, upkeep of water treatment facilities, stable water supply,
community parks, and public housing. These efforts enable Onna Village to
build a better living environment for its residents.
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Excellent Public Hygiene

Onna Village is helping to build a recycling-oriented society by thoroughly
sorting waste, promoting recycling, and helping to reduce garbage further.
Onna Village also promotes the responsible upkeep of funeral parlors and
development of cemeteries, while also cracking down on illegal dumping and
protecting residents from pit vipers.
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Onna Village

Onna Village is working to establish an effective fire fighting and emergency
response system while also improving its critical care technologies.

Onna Village is also strengthening its civic community disaster preparedness
system and crime prevention system as well as taking steps to reduce the
number of traffic accidents.

Nearly all of Onna Village’s communities are located along the coast. Therefore,
Onna Village has revised its community disaster preparedness plan by
re-inspecting areas of concern in terms of tsunami and landslides and securing
safe evacuation sites for residents. Onna Village has also taken steps to
strengthen its ability to deal with disasters by holding disaster drills through
voluntary disaster preparedness organizations.
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Onna Village concluded a friendship agreement with Kibi Chuo Town (formerly
Kamogawa Town) in Okayama Prefecture on October 31, 1998. This agree-
ment has been maintained even after Kamogawa Town was merged into Kibi
Chuo Town in 2004. The relationship began when the Okinawa Airport first
opened and flowers were shipped to Okinawa Prefecture.

Onna Village concluded a friendship agreement with Ishikari City in Hokkaido
Prefecture on October 21, 2013. The relationship began with the mutual
exchange of junior high school students after both cities’ teams played on the
safe softball field during the National Athletic Meet. Moving forward both cities
will seek to deepen friendship and foster exchange in the fields of education,
industry, business and culture. The two municipalities also concluded a mutual
disaster assistance agreement, under which they will work to jointly develop
emergency response measures for major disasters.
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Aspiring to be a village council by the people that leverages resident feedback to

help build the community
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The Onna Village Council, comprised of 16 elected members, convenes four
times per year (once each in March, June, September and December) as well

as for other extraordinary occasions to carry out various deliberations, includ-

ing on the village’s finances and budgets as well as on petitions and

ordinances. The Village Council is also comprised of four permanent commit-

tees: the General Affairs, Finance and Education Committee, the Business,

Construction and Civic Committee, the U.S. Base Countermeasure Commit-

tee and the Village Council Public Relations Committee. These committees
carry out active discussions on the sound governmental management and
development of the village.

Government
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An open government administration taking new steps in the 21st
century to ensure people stand at the heart of Onna Village
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Financial and Administrative Operations

Onna Village is a small municipality with a population of just 10,000 people.
Nevertheless, Onna Village is striving to implement the latest, most cutting
edge community development initiatives, despite this small size, by splitting
administrative roles in a way that leverages the strong relationship the govern-
ment enjoys with its residents and by taking an approach to public administra-
tion that wisely utilizes fast-evolving information technologies.

Promoting a Regional Approach to Public Administration

Onna Village is promoting a regional approach to public administration, which
includes fire fighting, emergency medical care, healthcare and welfare, in order
to provide sufficient government services to residents and respond to the
needs of computerization and urbanization using advancements in transporta-
tion and telecommunication, despite Onna Village’s rural character and the
increasingly borderless type of lifestyles enjoyed by residents.
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5

Autonomy of Citizens

Onna Village's communities, which are led by community building and the autonomy of
citizens, continue to pass down traditional events and performance arts to this very day, while
also carrying out planned community development initiatives, providing mutual support for
childcare and senior citizen’s welfare, and facilitating a smooth, stable and long-lasting life in
the village. Each of these communities strives to support citizen activities that are in turn with
the local communities and to offer the full autonomy of citizens.

Nakama is the northernmost community in Onna Village, and borders Nago City
and Ginoma Village to the east and Kin Town to the south. The communities of
Nakama and Inbu are located along National Route 58. The community is
surrounded by small and high mountains and mandarin oranges are grown on
the slopes of these mountains.

Kisenbaru
Kisenbaru is the only community in Onna Village not to border the ocean. In
recent years, the community has been a major hub for the cultivation of flowers

and ornamental plants. The success of this community is believed to have
helped spur on the boom in flowers and ornamental plants on Okinawa.

Afuso comprises the communities of Afuso and Atta and is a major center of
rice cultivation. The community was a bustling stopover destination for junks in
the area until 1914 when the prefectural road had yet to open.

Seragaki

Seragaki is a long and narrow community situated along the coastline and
National Route 58. Traditional performing arts are a major draw of this
community and kumiodori dance performances take place on the night of
August 15 according to the Chinese zodiac.

After the prefecture was established Ota prospered as the Yadori Villages
bedroom community founded by people relocating from Shuri and Naha. Ota,
which is situated between Seragaki and Onna Village, was established as Ota
Ward in 1946. The community’s Cape Maekibaru offers excellent views and it
juts out into the East China Sea somewhat.

Onna was sight of a government office during the Ryukyuan Kingdoms Period
and today Onna is site of the current village hall, post office, and chamber of
commerce and industry. Manzamo, located at the northernmost tip of the
community, offers some of the best views in the entire prefecture. The main of
this community include broiler chicken production and flower and plant
cultivation.

Minami Onna _

Minami Onna is part of the Yadori Villages founded by people relocating from
Naha and Shuri. Within this community there are also three others, including
Yakata, Akasaki, and Umaba. Yakata and Katabaru. Yakata Katabaru cultivates
asa and mozuku.
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The famous rhythmic Okinawan folk song, “Tancha-meebushi,” that has been
sung and danced to throughout the village's history was drafted based on the
catch at Tanchame beach in this community. Every year on June 25 of the lunar
calendar a hug tug of rope tournament is held.

Fuchaku was initially located on a plateau behind the current community up until
the end of the Meiji period. The community’s natural beach is bustling with
people during the summer months, and the community s widely visited by
tourists for its resort hotels, golf courses and other leisure activities.

The name Maeganeku originates from when locals called the shoreline in front of
Fuchaku by the name Maeganiku. The community was once a shipbuilding site
that made Yambaru ships. The shoreline here is beautiful and there are many
leisure facilities for tourists.

Nakadomari _

The name nakadomari refers to the fact that this community almost exactly
halfway between (naka) Shuri Castle in Naha and Nago and Kunigami and
travelers used to stay here one night (domari). The community is home to the
Nakadomari Ruins, which are designated a national historic site.

Yamada

Yamada comprises two communities: Yamada and Kuraha. The ruins of
Yamada Castle were located on a plateau to the southeast of Yamada. This
castle is believed to have housed Gosamaru and family, who contributed greatly
to Okinawa in the 15th century.

;

aeda

The waters near Cape Maeda are known for some of the best diving in all of
Okinawa. Land improvements have taken place in and around the community
and today it is mostly covered in sugar cane fields.

Shioya was formerly part of Maeda, but it became Shioya together with the
neighboring community of Biru in 1949. The name of the community originates
from the fact the area was home to many salt manufacturers in the distant past.

Ukaiji is the southernmost community in Onna Village and it borders Yomitan
Village along the Nagahama River. Prior to World War Il this community was part
of Maeda, but it became Ukaiji together with the neighboring community of
Yokuta in 1949.
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Official Village Emblem, Flower, Tree and Chart
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Village Emblem

The official village emblem features a
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Village Tree:
Fukugi (Happiness Tree)

Garcinia subelliptica

The fukugi, or happiness tree, is an ever-
green that firmly plants its roots in the
ground, symbolizing peace and limitless
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Village Flower: Sea Hibis-

cus

Hibiscus tiliaceus

The Sea Hibiscus’ yellow flowers and
calming fragrance symbolize peace and
innocence.

stylized horizontal rendition of the charac- prosperity.
ters “onna”, while the circle symbolizes
peace and solidarity among village resi-
dents. The sharp and extended shape
from left to right indicates that dramatic
growth of the village took place within a
state of peace. This emblem was created
on May 15, 1973 in commemoration of
the one year anniversary of the reversion
of Okinawa to Japan.
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Onna Village Charter
A Dynamic Community Symbolized by the Blue and Green of its Nature

We, the citizens of Onna Village, take pride and responsibility in our
village full of nature's bounty and shall aim to carry out the following
charter to create a peaceful and vibrant community.

( We pledge )

1. Love nature and make efforts to create a beautiful community
(DCitizens that carefully nurture flowers and greenery
(Citizens that value life
(3Citizens that are hygienic and keep the community clean

1. We will respect people and build a community that accepts all
(DCitizens that greet one another
(2Citizens that treat each other with warmth and compassion
(3)Citizens that respect their elders

1. Will protect local customs and build a vibrant community
(DCitizens that value time
(Citizens that do not cause a nuisance to others
(3Citizens that take care of public property and facilities

1. Will nurture the ability to grow and build a dynamic community
(DCitizens that encourage to youth
(Citizens that are proactive
(3)Citizens that are educated

1. Will develop our minds and bodies and create a healthy community
(DCitizens that enjoy sports
(Citizens that enjoy their family
(3Citizens that enjoy their work

(Enacted April 1, 1988)
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ﬁﬁul.ﬁéggt of Okinawa Kaigan Quasi-National Park. The view along the
is-filled with-changing scenery, from Okinawa’s unique up thrusting

w="limestone-sea cliffs and white sandy beaches to the blue coral sea. This route

is also popular for watching the sun set over the ocean.

" With the opening of the Onna Minami and Onna Kita bypasses in recent
years the amount of traffic on National Route 58 has decreased and some
stores-along the road have suffered a 20 to 30 percent drop in sales.

Onna Village has launched an initiative to recapture the past glory of this
route-by widely-appealing the majestic coastal scenery, beautiful sunsets and
unique stores and facilities. L
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Onna Sunset Coast Road
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