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Onna Village
— A Dynamic Community Symbolized
by the Blue and Green of its Nature

Onna Village’s abundant nature and friendly populace
have remained largely unchanged from the Ryukyu
Kingdom Era to its current municipal form today. During
this time, Onna Village has been home to Gosamaru, a
Ryukyuan lord of Yamada Castle during the Sanzan era
(1322 to 1429), and known as a center of Ryukyuan music,
having produced notable female singers including Unna
Nabi and Yoshiya Chiru.

Onna Village’s development and remarkable progress can
be attributed to the collective dedication and hard work of
its forefathers and these efforts are what have enabled our
village to contribute to the regional economy as a tourism
resort village and provide a more enriching lifestyle to
residents.

Given this, we are committed to building bonds between
our history, culture and residents based on the initiatives
established by the village thus far. We are also promoting
international exchange through tourism resorts and the
Okinawa Institute of Science and Technology Graduate
University. Our other goal is further to enrich our education
and welfare programs.

Onna Village is dedicated to the development of a positive
and comfortable living environment that provides safety and
peace of mind to each and every resident, from its children
to the elderly.

This brochure about Onna Village was published to
highlight the current happenings in our community and our
future aspirations to a wide audience both in Okinawa
Prefecture and around the world. It is my sincere hope that
many readers will be able to develop a deeper understanding
and affinity for Onna Village through this brochure.

Yoshimi Nagahama Mayor Onna Village
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Tracing a Road of the Ryukyu Kingdom Period

During the Ryukyu Kingdom Period (1429 to 1879) major roads called
shukumichi were built to connect Shuri, the palace of the Ryukyu Kingdom,
with the guardhouse, or bansho, of each hamlet. Various roads were
constructed that began at Shuri, including Kunigamiho, Nakagamiho, and
Shimajiriho. The road that ran along the western side of the main island of
Okinawa was called Kunigamiho Seikaido, and it spanned from Shuri through
Urasoe to Yomitan, Onna, Nago and Nakijin.

In Onna Village, the well preserved portion of this road between the ichirizuka
road marker at Nakadomari to the Umachimo plaza at Maeda has been
redeveloped as a historical trail. The area is dotted with a number of walkable
historical sites, including the ruins of Yamada Castle, the tomb of Gosamaru’s
ancestors, the Fere Rock and the Maeda ichirizuka road marker.

Onna Village 03
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Usudeku

Usudeku (also called ushideku) is a form of entertainment
at festivals in which female performers dance in a circle
to give thanks for a bountiful harvest. In Onna Village
usudeku is performed by each community, including
Nakadomari, Fuchaku, Tancha, Onna, and Nakama.
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Eisa

Eisa is a traditional dance performed to honor ancestors
mainly on the final night of Okinawa’s Obon Festival. Eisa
is performed throughout Okinawa Prefecture, but mainly
it is performed in the central part of the main island of
Okinawa.

In Onna Village, youth group’s from each community
have passed down their own unique form of eisa dance,
which serves as a sense of solidarity among them and
also helps to revitalize the local community.
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Fenushima (Island of the South)

The fenushima is a bo (stick) odori dance where dancers perform to the
sanshin while letting out nonsensical phrases. It is said to have
originated from the south, but the exact details of its origin remain
unknown.
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Harvest Festival

The Harvest Festival is a traditional event held around August 10 of the Chinese
lunar calendar in order to give thanks to a bountiful harvest in the previous
year and to offer wishes for another bountiful harvest the following year. The
festival features performances of kumiodori combination dances, traditional
Ryukyuan dance, zo odori dance, and the Chinese lion dance by each village
community.
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;/,7 - Unna Festival

INDUSTRY FESTIVAL

The Industry Festival is held -

every February in the area ”—\
around the Onna Villagem™ _._..{"h_
Community Center in order o —— e
exhibit and sell agricultural o
and livestock products, marine "
products, processed items,
souvenirs and tourism-related
products to promote the
village's industries. The festival
is attended by many people,
with locally grown ornamental
plants, vegetables, fruit and

The Unna Festival is one of Onna E%ﬂ*{l‘d)ﬂétﬂ"\““/ I~
/,—-—/.— Village's largest summer events
and is attended by residents as ERTE -
’/:;-ﬁg::_well as local organizations and 3R L=Ye-FRREEPELAT

businesses. The festival includes IB584H #iHEA/IN—")—
many hands-on programs, such -
_ — —as a children’s karaoke contest 78 SAEEDY

and hand-fishing competition.
%e festival's concerts by 9AR SER
musicians ~ from  Okinawa .
‘-—.\\ Prefecture and other parts of A L pale
p Japan, local performance arts 128 FEETTATAINIV

shows, community pot, prize

processed seafood being the
most popular items.

drawings and a fireworks display 28 i+ +:30)]
also attract a large number of o
visitors every year. HHKE
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The Bounty of Nature and a Rich Cultural Heritage

Specialty Products

Onna Village is known for its traditional crafts, including glass art,
awamori and pottery that take full advantage of its natural
environment and unique culture. The village also has a thriving
agricultural industry that grows passion fruit, atemoya, flowers and
ornamental plants, and various vegetables. The village also is a
processing hub for mozuku seaweed, sea urchin and other marine
products.

Onna Village
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About Onna Village

Onna Village is located at the west coast of the central region of the main
island of Okinawa. To the north is Nago City, to the east is Ginoza Village,
Kin Town, and the Ishikawa District of Uruma City (formerly Ishikawa City),
and to the south is Okinawa City and Yomitan Village. Onna Village has a
long, narrow shape extending 27.4 km north to south and just 4.2 km east
to west, encompassing a land area of 50.83kn. The area of the village that
borders the Ishikawa District of Uruma City (formerly Ishikawa City) is the
narrowest part of the main island of Okinawa in terms of east to west
distance. Excluding the mountainous area of Kisenbaru, the village has 14
individual communities located on the coast along National Route 58 and
Prefectural Route 6. The west side of the village faces the East China Sea
and the east side Mount Onna, while to the north is a series of small
mountains that include Mount Kanna, Mount Atta, Mount Buto, Mount
Yaka, Mount Ishikawa, and Mount Yomitan. There are also close to 40
small rivers originating from these mountains that flow through the area,
which provides Onna Village with an abundant and ever-changing
natural setting that includes mountains, rivers and ocean.

Onna Village was a small farming and fishing village before and after
World War II, but it began greatly to transform itself after Ocean Expo '75
was held on the main island of Okinawa following its reversion to Japan.

Onna Village's beautiful shoreline, coral reefs and beaches received a
great deal of attention as tourism resources and soon a number of large
resort hotels were constructed in the village.

Onna Village's main agricultural and fishing industries, where most of its
residents have worked, too, have undergone a great deal of change over
the years. As for agriculture, in addition to its mainstay crop of sugar cane,
the village now grows a wide range of other crops that include flowers
and ornamental plants, such as orchids and chrysanthemum, tropical
fruits, and vegetables. The village's fishing industry has also expanded
from fishing to include such successful aquaculture ventures as mozuku
seaweed and sea grapes.

In September 2012, the Okinawa Institute of Science and Technology
Graduate University opened in Onna Village and has received
international acclaim as a hub for multidisciplinary research. Today, Onna
Village is witnessing the birth of new industries linked to tourism,
including arts and crafts, commerce and services, which is steadily
bringing about a new chapter in the village's approach to community
development.

Onna Village
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In July 2018, Onna Village proclaimed itself a “Village of Coral,”
aiming at establishing a local Onna brand that makes the best use
of local resources through raising the awareness of each and every
villager about the natural environment and preserving and
nurturing the village's rich natural environment. Onna Village
intends to work on various projects in collaboration with related
organizations, aiming at creating the most coral-friendly village in
the world.

“Village of Coral” Declaration
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SDGs Future City

Onna Village was selected in FY2019 as an “SDGs
Future City” for its superior approach toward the
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). The municipal government, villagers, and
business operators are working together toward
creating the most coral-friendly village in the world
and a sustainable society with a low environmental
burden.
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Onna Village is known as one of the largest
tourist resort areas in Okinawa Prefecture. Over
the years, a number of major hotels have opened
there doors here, drawn by the scenic beauty of
the coastline and abundant natural surround-
ings.

In recent years, Onna Village has seen an
increase in services to meet the new face of
tourism, which includes extended stays, green
tourism and wellness tourism, each of which
takes advantage of Onna Village’s unique history,
culture and location as a community of agricul-
ture, forestry and fisheries.

Moving forward, Onna Village will promote
tourism and interaction in only ways it can by
expanding its environmental protection and
scenic development efforts, utilizing human
resources, history, culture and local industries,
and enhancing services for an aging society.
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In recent years, a number of retail and service
facilities for tourists are opening in Onna Village
along National Route 58 near the resort hotel
area, including restaurants, arts and crafts
stores, souvenir shops, resort apparel stores,
marine recreation service providers and conve-
nience stores.

Given this trend, Onna Village is working to
expand commercial and industrial services for
local living and promoting commerce and indus-
try through partnerships with major hotels, which
includes events and store marketing, and shar-
ing a wide range of information online. Onna
Village is also developing hubs for tourism,
exchange and business in the area around OIST
and Onna no Eki Nakayukui Ichiba.
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Onna Sunset Coast Road

The opening of the Onna Minami and Onna
bypasses has helped to alleviate traffic conges-
tion in Onna Village, but it has also reduced busi-
ness at retail stores located along National Route
58.

Onna Village has given National Route 58 the
nickname Onna Sunset Coast Road and is work-
ing with the local commerce and industry asso-
ciation to revitalize the area by leveraging and
developing the beautiful seascapes along the
route to draw in more visitors and recapture the
road’s past glory.

Onna Village 21
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Agriculture is an industry that is closely linked
with local living and local climate. Based on its
track record in growing flowers and ornamental
plants, and especially chrysanthemums, and
tropical fruits, such as passion fruit, Onna Village
is moving to develop modern farming facilities,
improve production technologies and develop
the future leaders of agriculture given the graying
nature of local farmers. Onna Village is attempt-
ing to establish its own unique Onna Brand
agricultural produce by ensuring mainstay prod-
ucts are of the utmost quality and by developing
more land for farming.

Because of its graying population of farmers,
Onna Village will seek to promote agriculture
based on local production for local consumption
and led by women and senior citizens. Onna
Village has a broad range of agricultural promo-
tion plans that include hands-on farming experi-
ences for visitors and the further development of
area farms into travel destinations.
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The fishing grounds of Onna Village’s fishing
industry are mainly located in the waters around
coral reefs, but mozuku and other forms of
seaweed aquaculture have become a major
force behind this primary industry. Efforts are
being made to cultivate a brand of mozuku and
sea grapes, but the ultimate goal of Onna Village
is a stable and consistent fisheries industry that
manages marine resources responsibly.

Onna Village is also bolstering sales to fisheries
cooperatives and processors and implementing
joint initiatives with other sectors of the econo-
my, such as the development of new local prod-
ucts and fishing excursion trips. Onna Village
also focuses on building a sound ocean by work-
ing together to help protect local waters, safe-
guarding ecosystems through coral reef growing
and achieving co-existence with marine leisure
activities.
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Early Childhood Education

Onna Village’s kindergartens and public daycare facilities work closely
together to enhance the quality of preschool education while also collabo-
rating with elementary schools to facilitate a smooth transition from
preschool to school education.

Onna Village assigns special education aids to assist children with disabili-
ties who attend kindergarten or daycare.

Onna Village also offers public daycare services outside normal school
hours to help meet the needs of local parents.
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School Education
Onna Village strives to improve the academic skills of children enrolled at its

schools. These efforts include assigning learning aids, improving and innovat-

ing school instruction so that it matches students’ learning levels, and taking
steps to improve the quality of its teachers.

As for dietary education, in addition to school lunch time, students are also
taught about food and diet during physical education, home economics, and
special activities.

Onna Village is committed to managing its public educational facilities carefully,

remodeling swimming pools, and updating IT equipment.

Onna Village has been continually debating the integration of junior high school
education after it set up the Education Promotion Council in December 2010.
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Lifelong Learning and Sports Promotion

Onna Village provides a host of lifelong learning and sports activities through
the nurturing of various organizations in order to help its residents live a more
fulfilling life.

Onna Village partners with academic institutions to help develop a wide range
of human resources that can speak international languages including English.

Onna Village has also developed an environment where any of its residents
can learn anywhere at any time by using its Information Center and the area
around Akama Sports Park as hubs for lifelong learing facilities.
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Culture

Onna Village has a unique history and culture, represented by the ruins of
Yamada Castle, Kunigamiho Seikaido, Manzamo, and Unna Nabi. Onna
Village is committed to passing on, utilizing and providing opportunities for
residents to experience firsthand its historical and cultural resources, which
include Okinawan language, dragon boat races, the Harvest Festival, as well
as the restoration of the Yamada Castle ruins, a nationally-designated histori-
cal site. By deepening partnerships between local learning and tourism
facilities, Onna Village hopes to promote its culture and foster a sense of pride
in the community.
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Onna Village

Healthcare / Medical Care

Based on the health promotion plan “Healthy Onna 21 (2nd phase),” Onna
Village intends to promote the health of the villagers through various projects
and events that will lead to good health by creating a village where each and
every resident will develop an interest in promoting his or her own health and
the health of their families, the people in the local community, and others as
well as by creating a village where the residents can lead a healthy, bright,
and secure dalily life.

With regard to adult healthcare services, Onna Village strives to prevent illness-
es and prevent lifestyle-related diseases by detecting and treating diseases at
an early stage through medical checkups (medical examinations) and by carry-
ing out health guidance.

With regard to maternal and child healthcare services, Onna Village provides
such services as medical checkups for pregnant and parturient women, medi-
cal checkups for infants and toddlers, home guidance, health counseling, and
various classes for the promotion of the health of parents and children during
childbirth and childcare, elimination of childcare anxiety, and early detection of
illnesses, etc.
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Community Welfare Services and Welfare
Services for Persons with Disabilities

In collaboration with the Council of Social Welfare, commis-
sioned welfare volunteers and commissioned child welfare
volunteers, as well as various volunteer groups and promo-
tion councils, Onna Village will create a village where people
can help each other and live with a peace of mind through
the cooperation of residents and government, and enhance
the community welfare system by raising awareness of
mutual aid in the local community. We will also promote
support toward the villagers’ participation in society and their
becoming self-reliant by carrying out consultation services for
supporting the independence of the poor and needy and
consultation services for persons (children) with disabilities.
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Child Welfare / Childcare Support

By responding to childcare needs, enhancing
childcare support services, and implementing
various subsidy programs, Onna Village has
been promoting the creation of an environment
where mothers can safely give birth and parents
can safely raise their children.

We are working to create an environment where
all children can grow up healthily by promoting
appropriate support for single-parent house-
holds and families that require parenting support.

Onna Village 27



28

HAIRS - \
=ERDRE B

B CldBlfEz G ERRICERUOIBRTERE
[CHDBREINNDORBERMCEMOBO EEBIC FRLFRLBA
LERFELHBT T BERRBEOREICHAIFTEHEEGN. H—HF
BRZESHTVET,

T BIMNDEIDERER BELERZED UCRED
R BRENSDTET.22B8LDHHNILDICEODEA
TWET,

Protecting and Nurturing the Natural Environment and
Scenery

Onna Village strives to develop and manage its coastline and rivers using
natural means that are considerate of its interconnected ecosystem on land

and in the sea. Onna Village carries out comprehensive and integrated environ-

mental protection efforts that include the prevention of red soil runoff.

Onna Village
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Responsible Land Usage

Onna Village deepens resident understanding of its land use practices by
raising awareness about the traditional roles of its land zoning. Onna Village

uses land responsibly based on its various laws and its own unique ordinanc-

es to achieve harmony between community development and environmental
protection.
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Enriching Living Environment

Onna Village strives to provide excellent social capital through responsible
road maintenance, upkeep of water treatment facilities, stable water supply,
community parks, and public housing. These efforts enable Onna Village to
build a better living environment for its residents.
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Excellent Public Hygiene

Onna Village is helping to build a recycling-oriented society by thoroughly
sorting waste, promoting recycling, and helping further to reduce garbage.
Onna Village also promotes the responsible upkeep of funeral parlors and
development of cemeteries, while also cracking down on illegal dumping and
protecting residents from pit vipers.
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Onna Village is working to establish an effective
fire fighting and emergency response system
while also improving its critical care technolo-
gies.

Onna Village is also strengthening its civic com-
munity disaster preparedness system and crime
prevention system as well as taking steps to
reduce the number of traffic accidents.

Nearly all of Onna Village’s communities are
located along the coast. Therefore, Onna Village
has revised its community disaster prepared-
ness plan by re-inspecting areas of concern in
terms of tsunami and landslides and securing
safe evacuation sites for residents. Onna Village
has also taken steps to strengthen its ability to
deal with disasters by holding disaster drills
through voluntary disaster preparedness organi-
zations.
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Onna Village concluded a friendship agreement
with Kibi Chuo Town (formerly Kamogawa Town)
in Okayama Prefecture on October 31, 1998.
This agreement has been maintained even after
Kamogawa Town was merged into Kibi Chuo
Town in 2004. The relationship began when the
Okinawa Airport first opened and flowers were
shipped to Okinawa Prefecture.

Onna Village concluded a friendship agreement
with Ishikari City in Hokkaido Prefecture on
October 21, 2013. The relationship began with
the mutual exchange of junior high school
students after both cities’ teams played on the
safe softball field during the National Athletic
Meet. Moving forward, both cities will seek to
deepen friendship and foster exchange in the
fields of education, industry, business and
culture. The two municipalities also concluded a
mutual disaster assistance agreement, under
which they will work jointly to develop emergen-
cy response measures for major disasters.
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Ville

Onna Village
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Aspiring to be a village council by the people
that leverages resident feedback to help build the community

The Onna Village Council, comprised of 16 elected members, convenes four
times per year (once each in March, June, September and December) as
well as for other extraordinary occasions to carry out various deliberations,
including on the village’s finances and budgets as well as on petitions and
ordinances. The Village Council is also comprised of four permanent com-
mittees: the General Affairs, Finance and Education Committee, the Busi-
ness, Construction and Civic Committee, the U.S. Base Countermeasure
Committee and the Village Council Public Relations Committee. These
committees carry out active discussions on the sound governmental man-
agement and development of the village.
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An open government administration taking new steps in the 21st century
to ensure people stand at the heart of Onna Village
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Financial and Administrative Operations

Onna Village is a small municipality with a population of just 10,000 people.
Nevertheless, Onna Village is striving to implement the latest, most cutting
edge community development initiatives, despite this small size, by splitting

administrative roles in a way that leverages the strong relationship the govern-
ment enjoys with its residents and by taking an approach to public administra-

tion that wisely utilizes fast-evolving information technologies.
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Promoting a Regional Approach to Public Administration

Onna Village is promoting a regional approach to public administration, which
includes fire fighting, emergency medical care, healthcare and welfare, in
order to provide sufficient government services to residents and respond to

the needs of computerization and urbanization using advancements in trans-

portation and telecommunication, despite Onna Village’s rural character and
the increasingly borderless type of lifestyles enjoyed by residents.
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Onna Village

Autonomy of Citizens

Onna Village's communities, which are led by community building and the autonomy of
citizens, continue to pass down traditional events and performance arts to this very day, while
also carrying out planned community development initiatives, providing mutual support for
childcare and senior citizen’s welfare, and facilitating a smooth, stable and long-lasting life in
the village. Each of these communities strives to support citizen activities that are in turn with
the local communities and to offer the full autonomy of citizens.

Nakama is the northernmost community in Onna Village, and borders Nago City
and Ginoma Village to the east and Kin Town to the south. The communities of
Nakama and Inbu are located along National Route 58. The community is
surrounded by small and high mountains. Mandarin oranges are grown on the
slopes of these mountains.

Kisenbaru is the only community in Onna Village not to border the ocean. In
recent years, the community has been a major hub for the cultivation of flowers
and ornamental plants. The success of this community is believed to have been
related to a flower boom in Okinawa Prefecture.

Afuso comprises the communities of Afuso and Atta and is a major center of
rice cultivation. The community was a bustling stopover destination for junks in
the area until 1914 when the prefectural road had yet to open.

Seragaki is a long and narrow community situated along the coastline and
National Route 58. Traditional performing arts are a major draw of this
community and kumiodori dance performances take place on the night of
August 15 according to the Chinese zodiac.

After the prefecture was established, Ota prospered as the Yadori Village's
bedroom community founded by people relocating from Shuri and Naha. Ota,
which is situated between Seragaki and Onna Village, was established as Ota
Ward in 1946. The community’s Cape Maekibaru offers excellent views and it
juts out into the East China Sea somewhat.

Onna was the site of a government office during the Ryukyu Kingdom Period.

Today it is the site for the current village hall, post office, and chamber of commerce
and industry. Manzamo, located at the northernmost tip of the community, offers
some of the best views in the entire prefecture. The main industries of this
community include broiler chicken production and flower and plant cultivation.

Minami Onna is part of the Yadori Villages founded by people relocating from
Naha and Shuri. Within this community there are also three others, including
Yakata, Akasaki, and Umaba. Yakata and Katabaru. Yakata Katabaru cultivates
asa and mozuku.
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The famous rhythmic Okinawan folk song, “Tancha-meebushi,” that has been
sung and danced to throughout the village’s history was drafted based on the
catch at Tanchame beach in this community. Every year, on June 25 of the lunar
calendar, a huge tug of rope tournament is held.

Fuchaku was initially located on a plateau behind the current community up until
the end of the Meiji period. The community’s natural beach is bustling with
people during the summer months, and the community is widely visited by
tourists for its resort hotels, golf courses and other leisure activities.

The name Maeganeku originates from when locals called the shoreline in front of
Fuchaku by the name Maeganiku. The community was once a shipbuilding site
that made Yambaru ships. The shoreline here is beautiful and there are many
leisure facilities for tourists.

The name nakadomari refers to the fact that this community almost exactly
halfway between (naka) Shuri Castle in Naha and Nago and Kunigami and
travelers used to stay here one night (domari). The community is home to the
Nakadomari Ruins, which are designated a national historic site.

Yamada comprises two communities: Yamada and Kuraha. The ruins of
Yamada Castle were located on a plateau to the southeast of Yamada. This
castle is believed to have housed Gosamaru and family, who contributed greatly
to Okinawa in the 15th century.

The waters near Cape Maeda are known for some of the best diving in all of
Okinawa. Land improvements have taken place in and around the community
and today it is mostly covered in sugar cane fields.

Shioya was formerly part of Maeda, but it became Shioya together with the
neighboring community of Biru in 1949. The name of the community originates
from the fact the area was home to many salt manufacturers in the distant past.

Ukaji is the southernmost community in Onna Village and it borders Yomitan
Village along the Nagahama River. Prior to World War II, this community was part
of Maeda, but it became Ukaji together with the neighboring community of
Yokuta in 1949.
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Village Emblem

The official vilage emblem features a stylized
horizontal rendition of the characters “onna,”
while the circle symbolizes peace and
solidarity among village residents. The sharp
and extended shape from left to right
indicates that dramatic growth of the village
took place within a state of peace. This
emblem was created on May 15, 1973 in
commemoration of the one year anniversary
of the reversion of Okinawa to Japan.
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Village Tree:
Fukugi (Happiness Tree)

Garcinia subelliptica

The fukugi, or happiness tree, is an ever-
green that firmly plants its roots in the
ground, symbolizing peace and limitless
prosperity.
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Village Flower: Sea Hibis-

cus

Hibiscus tiliaceus

The Sea Hibiscus’ yellow flowers and
calming fragrance symbolize peace and
innocence.
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Onna Village

A Dynamic Community Symbolized by the Blue and Green of its Nature

We, the citizens of Onna Village, take pride and responsibili-
ty in our village full of nature's bounty and will aim to carry
out the following charter to create a peaceful and vibrant
community.

{ We pledge )

1. To love nature and make efforts to create a beautiful community
DTo be citizens that carefully nurture flowers and greenery
To be citizens that value life
(@ To be citizens that are hygienic and keep the community clean

1. To respect people and build a community that accepts all
(DTo be citizens that greet one another
(@To be citizens that treat each other with warmth and compassion
@ To be citizens that respect their elders

1. To protect local customs and build a vibrant community
DTo be citizens that value time
@To be citizens that do not cause a nuisance to others
(®To be citizens that take care of public property and facilities

1. To nurture the ability to grow and build a dynamic community
DTo be citizens that encourage to youth
@To be citizens that are proactive
(3To be citizens that are educated

1. To develop our minds and bodies and create a healthy community
(DTo be citizens that enjoy sports
@To be citizens that enjoy their family
@ To be citizens that enjoy their work

(Enacted April 1, 1988)
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