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About Onna Village

Onna Village is located at the west coast of the central region of the main
island of Okinawa. To the north is Nago City, to the east is Ginoza Village,
Kin Town, and the Ishikawa District of Uruma City (formerly Ishikawa City),
and to the south is Okinawa City and Yomitan Village. Onna Village has a
long, narrow shape extending 27.4 km north to south and just 4.2 km east
to west, encompassing a land area of 50.83kn. The area of the village that
borders the Ishikawa District of Uruma City (formerly Ishikawa City) is the
narrowest part of the main island of Okinawa in terms of east to west
distance. Excluding the mountainous area of Kisenbaru, the village has 14
individual communities located on the coast along National Route 58 and
Prefectural Route 6. The west side of the village faces the East China Sea
and the east side Mount Onna, while to the north is a series of small
mountains that include Mount Kanna, Mount Atta, Mount Buto, Mount
Yaka, Mount Ishikawa, and Mount Yomitan. There are also close to 40
small rivers originating from these mountains that flow through the area,
which provides Onna Village with an abundant and ever-changing
natural setting that includes mountains, rivers and ocean.

Onna Village was a small farming and fishing village before and after
World War II, but it began greatly to transform itself after Ocean Expo '75
was held on the main island of Okinawa following its reversion to Japan.

Onna Village's beautiful shoreline, coral reefs and beaches received a
great deal of attention as tourism resources and soon a number of large
resort hotels were constructed in the village.

Onna Village's main agricultural and fishing industries, where most of its
residents have worked, too, have undergone a great deal of change over
the years. As for agriculture, in addition to its mainstay crop of sugar cane,
the village now grows a wide range of other crops that include flowers
and ornamental plants, such as orchids and chrysanthemum, tropical
fruits, and vegetables. The village's fishing industry has also expanded
from fishing to include such successful aquaculture ventures as mozuku
seaweed and sea grapes.

In September 2012, the Okinawa Institute of Science and Technology
Graduate University opened in Onna Village and has received
international acclaim as a hub for multidisciplinary research. Today, Onna
Village is witnessing the birth of new industries linked to tourism,
including arts and crafts, commerce and services, which is steadily
bringing about a new chapter in the village's approach to community
development.
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