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Tracing a Road of the Ryukyu Kingdom Period

During the Ryukyu Kingdom Period (1429 to 1879) major roads called
shukumichi were built to connect Shuri, the palace of the Ryukyu Kingdom,
with the guardhouse, or bansho, of each hamlet. Various roads were
constructed that began at Shuri, including Kunigamiho, Nakagamiho, and
Shimajiriho. The road that ran along the western side of the main island of
Okinawa was called Kunigamiho Seikaido, and it spanned from Shuri through
Urasoe to Yomitan, Onna, Nago and Nakijin.

In Onna Village, the well preserved portion of this road between the ichirizuka
road marker at Nakadomari to the Umachimo plaza at Maeda has been
redeveloped as a historical trail. The area is dotted with a number of walkable
historical sites, including the ruins of Yamada Castle, the tomb of Gosamaru’s
ancestors, the Fere Rock and the Maeda ichirizuka road marker.
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