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Onna Village

Autonomy of Citizens

Onna Village's communities, which are led by community building and the autonomy of
citizens, continue to pass down traditional events and performance arts to this very day, while
also carrying out planned community development initiatives, providing mutual support for
childcare and senior citizen’s welfare, and facilitating a smooth, stable and long-lasting life in
the village. Each of these communities strives to support citizen activities that are in turn with
the local communities and to offer the full autonomy of citizens.

Nakama is the northernmost community in Onna Village, and borders Nago City
and Ginoma Village to the east and Kin Town to the south. The communities of
Nakama and Inbu are located along National Route 58. The community is
surrounded by small and high mountains. Mandarin oranges are grown on the
slopes of these mountains.

Kisenbaru is the only community in Onna Village not to border the ocean. In
recent years, the community has been a major hub for the cultivation of flowers
and ornamental plants. The success of this community is believed to have been
related to a flower boom in Okinawa Prefecture.

Afuso comprises the communities of Afuso and Atta and is a major center of
rice cultivation. The community was a bustling stopover destination for junks in
the area until 1914 when the prefectural road had yet to open.

Seragaki is a long and narrow community situated along the coastline and
National Route 58. Traditional performing arts are a major draw of this
community and kumiodori dance performances take place on the night of
August 15 according to the Chinese zodiac.

After the prefecture was established, Ota prospered as the Yadori Village's
bedroom community founded by people relocating from Shuri and Naha. Ota,
which is situated between Seragaki and Onna Village, was established as Ota
Ward in 1946. The community’s Cape Maekibaru offers excellent views and it
juts out into the East China Sea somewhat.

Onna was the site of a government office during the Ryukyu Kingdom Period.

Today it is the site for the current village hall, post office, and chamber of commerce
and industry. Manzamo, located at the northernmost tip of the community, offers
some of the best views in the entire prefecture. The main industries of this
community include broiler chicken production and flower and plant cultivation.

Minami Onna is part of the Yadori Villages founded by people relocating from
Naha and Shuri. Within this community there are also three others, including
Yakata, Akasaki, and Umaba. Yakata and Katabaru. Yakata Katabaru cultivates
asa and mozuku.
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The famous rhythmic Okinawan folk song, “Tancha-meebushi,” that has been
sung and danced to throughout the village’s history was drafted based on the
catch at Tanchame beach in this community. Every year, on June 25 of the lunar
calendar, a huge tug of rope tournament is held.

Fuchaku was initially located on a plateau behind the current community up until
the end of the Meiji period. The community’s natural beach is bustling with
people during the summer months, and the community is widely visited by
tourists for its resort hotels, golf courses and other leisure activities.

The name Maeganeku originates from when locals called the shoreline in front of
Fuchaku by the name Maeganiku. The community was once a shipbuilding site
that made Yambaru ships. The shoreline here is beautiful and there are many
leisure facilities for tourists.

The name nakadomari refers to the fact that this community almost exactly
halfway between (naka) Shuri Castle in Naha and Nago and Kunigami and
travelers used to stay here one night (domari). The community is home to the
Nakadomari Ruins, which are designated a national historic site.

Yamada comprises two communities: Yamada and Kuraha. The ruins of
Yamada Castle were located on a plateau to the southeast of Yamada. This
castle is believed to have housed Gosamaru and family, who contributed greatly
to Okinawa in the 15th century.

The waters near Cape Maeda are known for some of the best diving in all of
Okinawa. Land improvements have taken place in and around the community
and today it is mostly covered in sugar cane fields.

Shioya was formerly part of Maeda, but it became Shioya together with the
neighboring community of Biru in 1949. The name of the community originates
from the fact the area was home to many salt manufacturers in the distant past.

Ukaji is the southernmost community in Onna Village and it borders Yomitan
Village along the Nagahama River. Prior to World War II, this community was part
of Maeda, but it became Ukaji together with the neighboring community of
Yokuta in 1949.
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